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Abstract:

Professional ethics in the public relations of sports organizations is one of the key
components in maintaining public trust, organizational legitimacy, and the
sustainability of media relations. With the expansion of digital media environments
and the growing sensitivity of public opinion to transparency and accountability,
ethical shortcomings in sports communication can lead to wide-ranging consequences
for the credibility of sports institutions. The aim of the present study is to provide a
conceptual and structural analysis of professional ethics in sports public relations in
Iran, as well as to identify the challenges, requirements, and strategies for its
institutionalization.

This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and is conducted through a
systematic review of domestic and international scholarly sources, official reports, and
policy documents. The findings indicate that sports public relations departmentsin Iran
face a number of challenges, including insufficient formal training in professional
ethics, the absence of a comprehensive code of ethics, economic and advertising
pressures, media secrecy, and a lack of preparedness in addressing the ethical
dimensions of digital media. The results further reveal that adherence to principles
such as honesty, transparency, communicative justice, and social accountability plays
a decisive role in enhancing fan trust and reducing media-related crises.
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Trust.
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