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Abstract:

Jihad, as one of the fundamental and strategic concepts in the Islamic
epistemological system, encompasses various dimensions and arenas that go far
beyond its conventional reduction to armed combat. Among the types of jihad, the
Qur’anic expression “Jihad Kabir” (the Great Jihad)—which, in contrast to the more
commonly recognized dichotomy of Greater (Akhbar) and Lesser (Asghar) Jihad, has
received less systematic scholarly attention—holds exceptional significance. This study
aims to precisely contextualize Jihad Kabir within the conceptual system of jihad and
to elucidate its strategic role in shaping the theory of resistance as a model for political-
cultural action.

The central question of this research is: What is the true nature of Jihad Kabir, and
how can it, as a macro-level strategy, deepen and operationalize the theory of
resistance against hegemonic systems? Using a descriptive-analytical method and
building upon exegetical, narrative, and discourse analysis sources, the study
demonstrates that Jihad Kabir is a form of non-violent struggle and a subset of the
Lesser Jihad (combat against external enemies), whose essence lies in non-compliance
with disbelievers and active steadfastness in the ‘battle of wills.” The Qur’an and the
logic of divine revelation constitute its principal tools, rendering it the beating heart
and backbone of the doctrine of resistance, and establishing it as a fundamental
strategy for countering the enemy’s hybrid warfare in political, cultural, and economic
domains. In conclusion, the article offers research and practical recommendations for
deepening and actualizing this Qur’anic strategy.

Keywords: Jihad Kabir, theory of resistance, non-compliance, Lesser Jihad, cultural
jihad.
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