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Abstract:

This study aims to conceptualize and formulate the model of jihadi governance as a
strategic and effective paradigm for the public policy system of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. In the contemporary era, nation-states face increasingly complex challenges that
have rendered classical bureaucratic models inefficient. This research argues that a
transition from a managerial mindset to governance, and the adoption of an
indigenous and value-based model of jihadi governance, constitutes a fundamental
response to these challenges. The research method is descriptive-analytical, relying on
content analysis of upstream policy documents, foundational Islamic texts, and the
statements of the leaders of the Islamic Revolution. The findings demonstrate that
jihadi governance, based on core principles such as monotheism and spiritual
orientation, revolutionary rationality and strategic insight, popular participation and
mobilization of social capacities, duty-orientation and tireless strive [jihad], justice-
centeredness and committed professionalism, fundamentally transforms policy-
making processes. Implementation of this model in key areas—such as the economy
(realizing a resistant economy), culture (jihad of clarification and identity
safeguarding), and foreign policy (dignified resistance)—ultimately enhances the
state’s strategic capacity, increases national resilience, and ensures the establishment
of comprehensive resistance against asymmetric threats.
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